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BE MY
VALENTINE!

Here it is February all ready, and that means Ground Hogs Day,
Valentines Day and only a few more months and Riding season
will be here! Wede sure you are all busy getting your riding
schedules together for the up coming season.

So do not forget to put June 11-13, 2010 for the Region F Rally on
your schedules. We are excited about what is going to be
happening. We have made some new changes and are sure you
will have a great time.

Audrey at the KOA in Richmond, Indiana has given us a
wonderful price for the camp sites. We can even double up for a
small fee. Make sure when you call that you tell her you are with
GWTA. And if you are doubling up with another couple please
register under one name. This makes it easier for them.

Do n dorget to get your registrations in for Gold Rush; the next
cut off date is March 1, 2010. Region and Gold Rush registration
forms are included in newsletter.

Reminder Gold Rush bike raffle tickets are in your chapter
directors hands. If you have not received your raffle tickets to
sell or would like to purchase, please contact us. Remember the
sale of these tickets help the Association and Helping Hands.
Thanks for all you do for our association.

Happy Valentines Day!

Pat & Marie Beaudoin
Region F Directors




New Changesto the ReqgionF Staff

We would like to first say Thank You to Colleen Sn  ethkamp . Colleen
has bee n on our staff as the Region Treasure for the last 6 months and
has been a great help. As of February we will have a new Tr easure and
Communications Director.

Please help us welcome aboard to the Region F Staff Joe and Denis e
Stradley! Denise will be taking over as Treasure and Joe will be

working on the Region F  website. We know Joe and Denise will be a
great positive feature to the Region Staff and GWTA.
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N From Your Rider Educator

Have you had enough of winter yet? Il know | cer
coats, hats, gloves, stuffy noses and dirty vehicles covered with salt that turn your gloves white every
time you open the car door. But wait, the first day of spring is March20"and t hat real |y

away. Inthe northern extremes of Region F we recently had a late January thaw that lasted a couple
of days, enough to melt the snow away. The temperatures approached 50 degrees one afternoon and
the rain rinsed a lot of the winter grime off the road. But it was only a tease and all too quickly the
weather turned cold again and the snowflakes started swirling. Yes spring is just around the corner
now, around 50 days and counting down.

So it seems like the vast majority of us, especially in the northern part of the region,pr obabl y ar
doing any riding right now. With that though, what is a Rider Educator supposed to do this time of year
when we canodt be oadoulddatk safety er pdrforik mantenavite on our equipment, but

| have chosen to begin working on this years Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month campaign. Yes itis

that time of year again, when we begin planning our transition from winter storage to actually getting

the motorcycles back out on the roadways.

Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month generally happens across the entire United States during the
month of May each year and is sometimes known as the MAY campaign or Motorcycle Awareness an
You. It signals the beginning of the riding season when motorcyclists move towards the summer riding
season. Yes, people in the southern part of the country g e n e r a | putytheid motoi@ytcles into
storage on a permanent basis like us northerners do. Therefore it makes the annual traffic safety
campaign that much more important in our areas, because most motorists h a v e n 6 tisedotaeseeaing
motorcycles in the overall transportation mix.

So if you are wondering what it tnagoiegdo usedhe temdinder h e
of t hi s mo aexblanghatalrhave keénénvotved in getting the annual campaign going in
Michigan since 1988. In late January | work with the Michigan Department of State to get licensing and
registration statistics and with the Michigan State Police Office of Highway Safety Planning to get

accident, injury and fatality statistics. This information gets incorporated into a document that is

adopted by the Michigan Legislature, proclaiming the month of May as Motorcycle Safety Awareness
Month in Michigan. Additional support is added through a similar document produced as an Executive
Proclamationby t he Mi ¢ hi g ace. Tegether these twaddecuroeht$ form the cornerstone

of the traffic safety and awareness efforts. After the documents have been produced by the Executive

and Legislative branches of Michigan government, they are delivered to the Michigan Department of



State who oversees training, licensing and registration of Michigan motorcyclists and their motorcycles,
where they are used to promote the actual event.

Secretary of State Terri Lynn Land currently heads the Michigan Department of State. Under her
leadership, the Bureau of Regulatory Services who runs the rider training programs and the Office of
Communications who is the department spokespersons, take a very active role in planning,
coordinating and carrying out the necessary activities to promote the wise and sensible use of
motorcycles. They have encourage riders to be responsible, trained, licensed and properly attired,
while operating their motorcycles defensively and within the rules of the road, including being alcohol
and drug free during the operation of the motorcycle. They encourage car and truck drivers to
recognize motorcycles as a different type of vehicle in the overall transportation mix on the states
streets and highways. They encourage all motorists to respect the privilege to use the road, reminding
them that motorcyclists have the right to use a full and individual lane of the roadway. In addition, all
car and truck drivers are reminded to look twice to insure they see motorcyclists. Through an annual
press conference led by Secretary of State Land and attended by motorcyclists, rider educators, law
enforcement officials and traffic safety groups, the Michigan Department of State spreads this important
traffic safety message to the general public through the various media outlets.

So if you are wondering how you can become involved in motorcycle safety and awareness, the

answer is simple. Attend the Michigan press conference in early May (I will have more information
once a firm date, time and location are chosen). Ifyouc an 6t make the press con
working with the local media in your area to try to get them to cover Motorcycle Safety Awareness

Month or some aspect of motorcycling. Something as simple as writing a short Letter to the Editor of

your local paper is another way of making a point about motorcycle safety. | have created a website
(www.michigan-motorcycle-awareness.orq) that | update annually with ideas and information related to

our Michigan safety efforts and you are free to copy any information from that site to use to promote

safe riding and awareness. I f you arend6ét a Michigan resident,
activities in your state during the month of May
activities, this could present itself as a golden opportunity to do the groundwork to get an annual traffic
safety campaign started. If necessary you can reference my website to get any ideas necessary to

start a traffic safety campaign. Most of all, each of us as motorcyclists have a responsibility to ride

aware, wear the proper protective riding apparel and to ride within the rules of the road.

Remember that Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month activities d o e skno@v ho any limits or
boundaries in terms of what brand of motorcycle we ride or what organizations we belong to. As riders
concerned with traffic safety, we are best united when we stand together as one with our destination
being safety on the open road.

During February | will be attending a one day Motorcyclist Safety Round Table presentation in Lansing,
sponsored by SMARTER which is a motorcyclist safety oriented association that | joined at its inception
about 3 years ago. SMARTER stands for Skilled Motorcyclist Association T Responsible Trained and
Educated Riders and anyone can join the group regardless of the type of motorcycle you ride or other
associations you may belong to. Itis not a social fraternal group like GWTA, but one that encourages
Aall the gear, all the timeo and aims to be a on
risk reduction strategies. Additional information on SMARTER can be found on their website at
www.smarter-usa.org along with lots of motorcycle safety related information. The agenda for the



http://www.michigan-motorcycle-awareness.org/
http://www.smarter-usa.org/

meeting will include presentations by traffic safety officials and rider educators and will allow for the
discussion of safety issues, training and awareness. | look forward to participating in this information
exchange with other motorcycle safety enthusiasts.

Remember, safety first, fun second and destination friendship always.

Eric Larson

Region F Rider Education Director




2010 Up Coming Events

Michigan Winter Weekend
Hawaiian Getaway
Febuary 5-7, 2010

Region F Rally
Dinner and Dance
June 11-13, 2010
Richmond, Indiana

Gold Rush XXIlII

Medieval Times

July 19-22, 2010
Billings, MT

Billings Info

¢ KS ySEG Ordgistrafioh Will bB Makdh LJREL@o forget to sign ups soon as
possible! Registration is available onlinedehere is also a registratidorm in Touring News
with information on the hotels. The host hotel is the Crowne Plaza.



Gold Rush XXIII: July 19-22, 2010

BILLINGS, MT
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HOST HOTEL - Crowne Plaza Hotel: 27 M. 27th Street, Billings, MT 59101 406-252-7400; $92 per night
mention Group Code GA312930 f Wash 0

Best Western ClockTower Inn: 2511 1st Ave North, Billings, MT 59101; 406-253-5511

Reservations 800-628-9081; $81 per night plus tax.

Boothill Inn & Suites: 242 E_ Airport Rd, Billings, MT 58105 406-245-2000; $79 per night plus tax.

Dude Rancher Lodge: 415 M. 28th St Billings, MT 59101; 800-221-3302; §69 per night plus tax.

Circle appropriate codes after name: A=Adult, C=Under 16, R=Rider, P=Passenger. Use name wanted on ID

Mame (ACRP) MName (ACRP)
Mame (ACRP) Mame ({ACRP)
Address City State/Province: Fip/Postal
GWTA Chapter/St./Pr. Membership # Other Affiliation
E-mail Will you use: Motelo Campground Otherg
GWTA MEMBER Registration before 3M1/2010 50 |x =(3 T-zhirt Pre-order
NOMN MEMBER Registration 560 |=x =3 Qty | Size
Welcome Dinner; Sunday, July 18th 15 |x =(§ GR o
Gold Rush Il T-Shirts 512 [x _[s X MD
Children under 16 free (not eligible for drawing) free | x =[5 Pre Iif

Welcome Dinner will be Sunday, July 18th Total § Order ZxL
at the Crowne Plaza (Host Hotel). Time TBA. T-shirts iill:
VisaMastercard/Amex # Expiration Date,
Billing Address Billing Zip Code CWv2 Code
Cardholder Signature
Make checks and money orders, US funds, payable to: GWTA - - - - - - Mail to: GWTA, P.O. Box 42403, Indianapolis, IN 46242
REFUNDS MUST BE RECEIVED IN WRITING BEFORE JULY 4, 2010. NO REFUNDS WILL BE ISSUED
WITHOUT WRITTEN NOTICE. CONFIRMATION POSTCARDS WILL BE MAILED FOR ALL REGISTRATIONS
RECEIVED AT THE OFFICE. IF YOU HAVE NOT RECEIVED A CONFIRMATION POSTCARD CONTACT
THE OFFICE BEFORE THE MEXT CUT OFF DATE! PLEASE NOTE: CONFIRMATION EMAILS FROM
OMNLINE ORDERS ARE NOT SENT FROM THE OFFICE AND DO NOT CONFIRM THAT YOUR REGISTRA-
TION WAS RECEIVED & PROCESSED.

1-800-960-GWTA (4982) www.gwta.org

GWTA 20 SEFTEMBER 2002 TOURIMNG NEWS



Fun Riding very
Scenic Reads

lce Cream Soclal

Games to Play Camping

Complete Registration form and mail to GWTA Reglon F Directors:
Pat & Marie Beaudoin
39433 Marne

Sterling Hgts. M1 48313






