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Here it is February all ready, and that means Ground Hogs Day, 
Valentines Day and only a few more months and Riding season 
will be here! Weôre sure you are all busy getting your riding 
schedules together for the up coming season. 
 
So do not forget to put June 11-13, 2010 for the Region F Rally on 
your schedules. We are excited about what is going to be 
happening. We have made some new changes and are sure you 
will have a great time. 
 
Audrey at the KOA in Richmond, Indiana has given us a 
wonderful price for the camp sites. We can even double up for a 
small fee. Make sure when you call that you tell her you are with 
GWTA. And if you are doubling up with another couple please 
register under one name. This makes it easier for them. 
 
Donôt forget to get your registrations in for Gold Rush; the next 
cut off date is March 1, 2010.  Region and Gold Rush registration 
forms are included in newsletter. 
 
Reminder Gold Rush bike raffle tickets are in your chapter 
directors hands. If you have not received your raffle tickets to 
sell or would like to purchase, please contact us. Remember the 
sale of these tickets help the Association and Helping Hands.   
 
Thanks for all you do for our association. 
 
Happy Valentines Day! 
 
Pat & Marie Beaudoin 
Region F Directors 

 



  
 
 

 

 
 

New Changes to the Region F Staff 
 

 

 
We would like to first say Thank You to Colleen Sn ethkamp . Colleen 
has bee n on our staff as the Region Treasure  for the last 6 months and 
has been a great help. As of February  we will  have a new Tr easure and 
Communications  Director.  
 
Please  help us  welcome aboard to the Region F Staff Joe  and Denis e 
Stradley!  Denise will be taking over as Treasure and Joe will be 
working on the Region F website. We know Joe and Denise will be a 
great positive feature  to the Region  Staff  and GWTA .    
 

 

 



        From Your Rider Educator     
 
 
 
 
 
Have you had enough of winter yet?  I know I certainly have.  Iôm tired of the cold, sweaters, heavy 
coats, hats, gloves, stuffy noses and dirty vehicles covered with salt that turn your gloves white every 
time you open the car door.  But wait, the first day of spring is March 20th and that really isnôt all that far 
away.  In the northern extremes of Region F we recently had a late January thaw that lasted a couple 
of days, enough to melt the snow away.  The temperatures approached 50 degrees one afternoon and 
the rain rinsed a lot of the winter grime off the road.  But it was only a tease and all too quickly the 
weather turned cold again and the snowflakes started swirling.  Yes spring is just around the corner 
now, around 50 days and counting down. 
 
So it seems like the vast majority of us, especially in the northern part of the region, probably arenôt 
doing any riding right now.  With that though, what is a Rider Educator supposed to do this time of year 
when we canôt be out on the bike?  We could talk safety or perform maintenance on our equipment, but 
I have chosen to begin working on this years Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month campaign.  Yes it is 
that time of year again, when we begin planning our transition from winter storage to actually getting 
the motorcycles back out on the roadways. 
 
Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month generally happens across the entire United States during the 
month of May each year and is sometimes known as the MAY campaign or Motorcycle Awareness an 
You.  It signals the beginning of the riding season when motorcyclists move towards the summer riding 

season.  Yes, people in the southern part of the country generally donôt put their motorcycles into 
storage on a permanent basis like us northerners do.  Therefore it makes the annual traffic safety 
campaign that much more important in our areas, because most motorists havenôt been used to seeing 
motorcycles in the overall transportation mix. 
  
So if you are wondering what it takes to get the annual campaign going, Iôm going to use the remainder 
of this monthôs article to explain that.  I have been involved in getting the annual campaign going in 
Michigan since 1988.  In late January I work with the Michigan Department of State to get licensing and 
registration statistics and with the Michigan State Police Office of Highway Safety Planning to get 
accident, injury and fatality statistics.  This information gets incorporated into a document that is 
adopted by the Michigan Legislature, proclaiming the month of May as Motorcycle Safety Awareness 
Month in Michigan.  Additional support is added through a similar document produced as an Executive 
Proclamation by the Michigan Governorôs office.  Together these two documents form the cornerstone 
of the traffic safety and awareness efforts.  After the documents have been produced by the Executive 
and Legislative branches of Michigan government, they are delivered to the Michigan Department of 



State who oversees training, licensing and registration of Michigan motorcyclists and their motorcycles, 
where they are used to promote the actual event. 
 
Secretary of State Terri Lynn Land currently heads the Michigan Department of State.  Under her 
leadership, the Bureau of Regulatory Services who runs the rider training programs and the Office of 
Communications who is the department spokespersons, take a very active role in planning, 
coordinating and carrying out the necessary activities to promote the wise and sensible use of 
motorcycles.  They have encourage riders to be responsible, trained, licensed and properly attired, 
while operating their motorcycles defensively and within the rules of the road, including being alcohol 
and drug free during the operation of the motorcycle.  They encourage car and truck drivers to 
recognize motorcycles as a different type of vehicle in the overall transportation mix on the states 
streets and highways.  They encourage all motorists to respect the privilege to use the road, reminding 
them that motorcyclists have the right to use a full and individual lane of the roadway.  In addition, all 
car and truck drivers are reminded to look twice to insure they see motorcyclists.  Through an annual 
press conference led by Secretary of State Land and attended by motorcyclists, rider educators, law 
enforcement officials and traffic safety groups, the Michigan Department of State spreads this important 
traffic safety message to the general public through the various media outlets. 
 
So if you are wondering how you can become involved in motorcycle safety and awareness, the 
answer is simple.  Attend the Michigan press conference in early May (I will have more information 
once a firm date, time and location are chosen).  If you canôt make the press conference, consider 
working with the local media in your area to try to get them to cover Motorcycle Safety Awareness 
Month or some aspect of motorcycling.  Something as simple as writing a short Letter to the Editor of 
your local paper is another way of making a point about motorcycle safety.  I have created a website 
(www.michigan-motorcycle-awareness.org) that I update annually with ideas and information related to 
our Michigan safety efforts and you are free to copy any information from that site to use to promote 
safe riding and awareness.  If you arenôt a Michigan resident, consider searching out information for 
activities in your state during the month of May.  If your state doesnôt have any motorcycle awareness 
activities, this could present itself as a golden opportunity to do the groundwork to get an annual traffic 
safety campaign started.  If necessary you can reference my website to get any ideas necessary to 
start a traffic safety campaign.  Most of all, each of us as motorcyclists have a responsibility to ride 
aware, wear the proper protective riding apparel and to ride within the rules of the road. 
 
Remember that Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month activities doesnôt know no any limits or 
boundaries in terms of what brand of motorcycle we ride or what organizations we belong to.  As riders 
concerned with traffic safety, we are best united when we stand together as one with our destination 
being safety on the open road. 
 
During February I will be attending a one day Motorcyclist Safety Round Table presentation in Lansing, 
sponsored by SMARTER which is a motorcyclist safety oriented association that I joined at its inception 
about 3 years ago.  SMARTER stands for Skilled Motorcyclist Association ï Responsible Trained and 
Educated Riders and anyone can join the group regardless of the type of motorcycle you ride or other 
associations you may belong to.  It is not a social fraternal group like GWTA, but one that encourages 
ñall the gear, all the timeò and aims to be a one stop source for all motorcyclist safety information and 
risk reduction strategies.  Additional information on SMARTER can be found on their website at 
www.smarter-usa.org along with lots of motorcycle safety related information.  The agenda for the  

http://www.michigan-motorcycle-awareness.org/
http://www.smarter-usa.org/


 
 
 
 
meeting will include presentations by traffic safety officials and rider educators and will allow for the 
discussion of safety issues, training and awareness.  I look forward to participating in this information 
exchange with other motorcycle safety enthusiasts. 
 
Remember, safety first, fun second and destination friendship always. 
 
Eric Larson 
 
Region F Rider Education Director 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

2010 Up Coming Events 

 
Michigan Winter Weekend 

Hawaiian Getaway 
Febuary 5-7, 2010 

 
Region F Rally 

Dinner and Dance 
June 11-13, 2010 

Richmond, Indiana 
 

Gold Rush XXIII 
Medieval Times 
July 19-22, 2010 

Billings, MT 
 

Billings Info 
 

¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ Ŏǳǘ ƻŦŦ ŦƻǊ ǇǊŜπregistration will be March 1, 2010. Do forget to sign up as soon as 
possible! Registration is available online and there is also a registration form in Touring News 
with information on the hotels. The host hotel is the Crowne Plaza. 

 

 
 
 



 
 



 




