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Way to go Region F! What a way to end 2009. In December we 
were honored by National as Region of the Month. Region F was 
able to maintain our membership numbers and bring in new 
members and chapters. For that we received from National a 
$50.00 visa card which will be used for the Region F Rally. It is 
your solid dedication to this Association that keeps us going.  
That’s why we are Region F were the “F” stands for Fun! 
 
Don’t for get to mark your calendars for the wonderful events 
that will be going on in 2010. We sure are looking forward to 
seeing you all at the Region F Rally this year. The Registration 
form will be on our website this month. 
 
National has sent us the rules for the scrap books. Please make 
sure that you look them over so your scrap books are correct for 
judging in Billings, Mt. 
 
Marie and I would like to welcome Chuck and Christa Brown as 
the new Chapter Directors of Michigan’s Battle Creek chapter C. 
Thanks go out to Richard and Gerry Thayer for all the work they 
have done for their chapter. 
 
We are wishing you all the best in 2010. 
 
Thanks for all you do 
 
Pat & Marie Beaudoin 
Region F Directors 

 



  
 
 

 

 
 

Region of the Month – Region F 
 
Congratulations to Region F! Region F was able to 
maintain their membership numbers from the previous 
month and they have been working hard at bringing 
new chapters to GWTA. Please join us in welcoming 
their newest chapter – Ohio Chapter W! A $50 VISA 
card will be sent to Pat & Marie for use within the 

region as they see fit.  

 
 



        From Your Rider Educator     
 
 
Winter is certainly with us now and shortly we will be welcoming in the year 2010.  Where has the past 
year gone?  Worse yet, where has the past decade gone?  It seems like just yesterday we were 
worrying about the effects the century change would have on our lives.  Today we are worried about 
the effects of the current economic situation.  Hopefully times will change soon for the better.  Now that 
winter is here, my guess is that most members, with the exception of those living in the far southern 
reaches of the region, have their motorcycles stored for the foreseeable future.  Hopefully you were 
able to find time to properly winterize your motorcycle before putting it into storage.  At a minimum you 
should have added some gasoline stabilizer to the gas tank, toped off the tank itself with fresh gasoline 
and changed the oil in the motorcycle.  The cold weather and short daylight hours hasn‟t exactly done 
anything to make me want to get the motorcycle out.  So while we wait for spring to return, we can use 
the time to make sure we can safely step back into the riding season when it arrives.   
 
At our house, we have a forced air wood burning furnace in the basement that we use to heat the 
house with when we are home, otherwise the LP gas furnace must run.  I was cleaning and inspecting 
the wood furnace and chimney the other night and while I was doing it I was thinking about how wood 
heat and motorcycles parallel each other.  No, cutting wood, carrying it in and tending the fire isn‟t as 
much fun as riding a motorcycle.  However, wood heat has its dangers just like motorcycling.  The 
similarity here is that by planning, inspecting and doing maintenance, those risks can be minimized and 
we can enjoy the warmth of wood heat just as we enjoy a good motorcycle ride.   
 
Let‟s start with planning.  Each winter wood gets cut, split and stacked in advance of the following 
winters heating season.  This gives it a chance to dry or season, so that when it burns it produces a 
minimum amount of creosote in the chimney that could lead to a chimney fire.  Likewise if we plan for 
motorcycle rider training before the riding season begins, our skills can be refreshed to enable us to 
more safely handle the situations that may be encountered on the road.  Within the next month or so, 
many rider training sites will be posting rider education schedules for the upcoming riding season.  This 
is also a good time for Chapter Rider Education Directors to begin thinking about range drills that can 
be done with the members in a parking lot to refresh and enhance riding skills early on in the riding 
season.   
 
Next up is the inspection.  Just as a wood heating system needs periodic inspections to detect and 
prevent possible failures, each of us needs to evaluate our motorcycles to insure they are in top 
operating condition.  Regular maintenance can eliminate problems that may put the rider in a 
hazardous or inconvenient situation.  Besides the physical motorcycle itself, each of us as riders need 
to inspect our own skill sets to see what type of training we might benefit from.  Possibly we need to 
take a rider education course or maybe we need to run through some range drills in a parking lot to get 



the feel of the motorcycle again.  Don‟t overlook the opportunity to enhance your basic medical training 
skills by taking a First Aid or CPR class. 
 
Finally we need to do the actual maintenance.  That means performing the necessary repairs on the 
motorcycle itself.  Possibly it means scheduling and taking a class in rider education or basic medical 
training.  Or maybe it means that we get together as a chapter or group of individuals on a given day 
and run through some parking lot drills such as starting, stopping, turning and slow speed maneuvers.  
As we get closer to getting our motorcycles back out on the roadways, we need to make sure that we 
as riders are ready to go and that our equipment can safely navigate the route we have planned to 
take.  Just as we have a fire extinguisher in the basement near the wood furnace, don‟t overlook 
something as simple as having a first aid kit in the motorcycle, along with up to date emergency contact 
information for both the driver and passenger in a readily accessible location on the motorcycle.  
Hopefully you never encounter an occasion where these items or basic medical training skills are 
needed, but it is better to be prepared in advance of those “just in case” situations. 
 
To that end, I‟d like to start the New Year off by encouraging the membership to look at the GWTA 
Rider Education program.  It was designed to encourage our members to prepare themselves to handle 
everyday situations that might be encountered, regardless of if you are on the motorcycle or not.  The 
program contains four levels that are briefly explained in the following paragraphs.   
 
Level I, the Entry Level also know as the Knowledge Level emphasizes your commitment to motorcycle 
safety.  It requires the operator to have a valid motorcycle endorsement on their drivers license.  It 
requires an 80% successful completion of a knowledge/evaluation test consisting of general riding and 
related safety topics.  Personal safe riding attitudes as demonstrated during chapter rides is also part of 
this ride education level.   
 
Level II or the Education Level states that you are enrolled in Level I and have completed a Motorcycle 
Safety Foundation or approved equivalent class within the last two years. 
 
Level III or the Preparedness Level indicates that you are enrolled in Level II, should wear the proper 
protective riding apparel, have a first aid kit in your motorcycle and have a current First Aid certificate. 
 
Level IV or the Enhanced Commitment Level states that you are enrolled in Level III, have a current 
CPR and First Aid certificate, actively participate in any organized practice sessions, and have 
completed a Motorcycle Safety Foundation or approved equivalent class within the past two years.  
Note that a co-rider can qualify by attending a co-rider seminar in lieu of an MSF class. 
 
More information on the Rider Education program can be found at www.gwta.org and following the links 
to the Rider Education pages. 
 
Remember, safety first, fun second and destination friendship always. 
 
Eric Larson 
Region F Rider Education Director  

                                   

 www.michigan-motorcycle-awareness.org 

http://www.gwta.org/
http://www.michigan-motorcycle-awareness.org/


 
 

2010 Up Coming Events 

 
Michigan Winter Weekend 

Hawaiian Getaway 
Febuary 5-7, 2010 

 
Region F Rally 

Dinner and Dance 
June 11-13, 2010 

Richmond, Indiana 
 

Gold Rush XXIII 
Medieval Times 
July 19-22, 2010 

Billings, MT 
 

Billings Info 
 

The next cut off for pre‐registration will be March 1, 2010. Do forget to sign up as soon as 
possible! Registration is available online and there is also a registration form in Touring News 
with information on the hotels. The host hotel is the Crowne Plaza. 

 
 
 

 
 



2010 Raffle Tickets 

 
National Raffle Tickets are Here! 

The 2010 National raffel tickets are now in the Region F Chapter Directors hands and ready to 
sell. If you have not recevied any yet, please contact your Chapter or State Director. Remember 
this is a great way to support our Assocation and the Helping Hands Program. 
 

 
 
 
 

Recruiting Members 
“It‟s not that hard” 

 
Sure recruiting new members takes a little effort and time, but the rewards are great for your 
chapter and the Association. 
Recruitment for our organization is very important. New members bring new life to an 
organization with new ideas and enthusiasm.  
It’s not hard to explain how being a GWTA member is the best accessory you could have for 
your motorcycle.  
 
 There are some great recruiters in our Region and if you ask them they will tell you that 
recruiting is not that hard. All you need to do is talk to a prospective member about something 
you both have in common - our love of riding motorcycles.  
 We need to welcome new members into our chapters and make them feel like part of our family 

 

Region F has a new recruiting contest to honor the top Region recruiter of the 
year. The Region F member who recruits the most members in 2010 will receive a 
$50.00 gas card and free registration to the 2011 Region F rally. This contest 
starts January 1st and ends December 31st 2010. (Contest excludes Region and 
National Staffs) You know the more friends you have the more friends you have to 
ride with.  

 

Thanks for all you do! 
Pat & Marie 



 
 
 

What is Campaign 31? 

 
This new recruitment incentive starts immediately! Here‟s how it works. 

Sign up three (3) “new” memberships and get one FREE year added to your 
membership. This campaign focuses on memberships, not members. 

 
Rules: 

 Sign up 3 new memberships (who have never been GWTA members before) and get 
one free year added to your membership. 

o If you and a family member are a membership, any combination of members in 
your membership can collectively get 3 new memberships and it will count as a 

free year onto your membership 
o Regardless of how many years the new membership(s) sign up for, it can only 

count as one new membership 

 The free year of membership you are awarded cannot be redeemed for trade or sold 
for monetary gain. 

 If a „life membership‟ recruits 3 new memberships, it‟s obvious that they cannot use 
the free year. They would have the choice to give it to whoever they wish. 

o It could be used as a chapter raffle for attending a meeting 
o Again, it cannot be used to raise or collect money 

 There are no time restraints to recruit the 3 memberships. As long as it is done while 
the campaign is active. 

 There are no restrictions on how many free years you can have. For every 3 
memberships you sign up, you get a free year of membership. 

Definition of “Membership vs. Members”: 

 Membership contains a single person, or a family of names under one membership 
number. 

 Example 1 – A single person membership is of one person, or one member 

 Example 2 – A family containing husband, spouse, a child is one membership, 
containing 3 members. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

Hand of Friendship Program 
 

Effective immediately! If you know someone who belongs to another motorcycle club and they 
are interested in joining GWTA, you can offer them the following incentive: If the prospective 
member shows proof of belonging to another organization including the amount they paid for 
the membership and the amount of time left on the membership, GWTA will put half of the 
value of what is left on their current membership with the other organization toward a 3 year 
GWTA membership. 
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The selection process for Family of the Year is here! Yes it‟s that time to 
start looking for that special family in your chapter. We have a wonderful 
array of people that helps out our Association and what better way to say 
how much they mean to us. The Family of the Year program is just the way 
to say Thank You for all they have done! So get out the paper and pencils 
and make your chapter selection.   
   
    
 

2009 Region F Family of the Year  

Ron & Kath e Vaughn  

 

 

Family of the Year Selection Process…. 
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